
Teaching Improvisation
in the Orchestra



Why Improvisation?
ØPersonal Expression

ØSpontaneous Composition

ØPractical Music Theory

ØAmp Up your Concerts

ØEnrichment for Advanced 
Students



Call & Response
“I play, you play it back”

With drum track

With backup track

Start with ONE note

A-Minor Pentatonic:

A-C-D-E-G-A



Call & Response

The TEACHER must lead

Make a safe space

Compare improvisation 
to conversation



”Next-Step” 
Options?



Patterns



Group Improv Patterns



Group Improv Patterns



Trade 2’s

People take turns playing
2 measures at a time.

Teacher – Student
Student – Student

Orchestra – Student



Improvise in Concerts

Method Book Tunes

Repertoire



Concert Options

ØAdd repeat markings

ØChange orch. parts to pizz.

ØUse electric instruments
ØCreate electric instruments 

using a tuner pickup

ØChoose songs with solos



Scale Types
Minor Pentatonic:

D-F-G-A-C-D

Major:

D-E-F#-G-A-B-C#-D

Mixolydian:

D-E-F#-G-A-B-C-D



Scale Types
Blues Scale:

D-F-G-G#-A-C-D

Natural Minor:

D-E-F-G-A-Bb-C-D

Harmonic Minor:

D-E-F-G-A-Bb-C#-D



Basic Fiddlers Philharmonic



Fiddlers Philharmonic



Jazz Philharmonic



Jazz Basics for Strings



Repertoire

Search jwpepper.com:

“string orchestra 
improvise”

“Easy” Filter





Educational Objectives

ØImprov with 1 Scale

ØImprov with many scales

ØImprov over chords

ØOne improv song/year

ØOne improv song/concert



Free Stuff
www.stepwisepublications.com

Click on “Free Stuff” tab:

ØAsha’s A-Minor Backup Track

ØCall & Response Patterns

ØGroup Improv Patterns

ØFull Song: “Fractured Elements”



Questions?
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