Teaching Improvisation




Why Improvisation?

» Personal Expression
» Spontaneous Composition
» Practical Music Theory
» Amp Up your Concerts

> Enrichment for Advanced
p Students




Call & Response

Tplay, you play it back”
With drum track
With backup track
Start with ONE note
-~ A-Minor Pentatonic:

A-C-D-E-G-A




Call & Response

The TEACHER must lead

Make a safe space

. Compare iImprovisation
b, to conversation




‘Next-Step

Options?




Patterns

A-Minor Pentatonic Patterns
Pattern 1 Pattern 2 Pattern 3 Pattern 4 Pattern 5




Group Improv Patterns

Basic Rock A Basic Rock B Basic Rock C
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Group Improv Patterns

~

Adv.Rock A Adv. Rock B Adv. Rock C
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Trade 2's

People take turns playing
2 measures at a time.

Teacher - Student
~ Student - Student
Orchestra - Student




Improvise in Concerts

Method Book Tunes

Repertolre




Concert Options

» Add repeat markings
» Change orch. parts to pizz.

> Use electric instruments

» Create electric instruments
using a tuner pickup




Scale Types

Minor Pentatonic:
D-F-G-A-C-D

Major:
D-E-F#-G-A-B-C#-D

Mixolydian:
D-E-F#-G-A-B-C-D




Scale Types

Blues Scale:
D-F-G-G#-A-C-D

Natural Minor:
D-E-F-G-A-Bb-C-D

Harmonic Minor:
D-E-F-G-A-Bb-C#-D




Basic Fiddlers Philharmonic

BASIC FIDDLERS of Iharmg Old-Time Fiddle Tunes 5
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Back-up Directions

Basic back-up play the notes in each measure z5 Pprinted.

Regular back-yp - play the notes in each measure using he Shuffle Pattern.
Advanced back-up — Play the notes in each measyre using the On/Off Pattern,

Shuffle Pattern O00/Off Pattern
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Improvised huck-up = On your ownp, try making UP a rhythm pagtern, and deciding what notes 1o play
(choose from the printeq notes, or talk with your teacher aboyt using other chord tones),
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s Philharmonic

Perhaps one of the si st yet St satis - b Litle
‘em Cabbage wn. ] *d v auve improvisation 14 Produce
Increasingly complicat Here’s a tune for every fiddler

Bile ’em Cabbage Down

SOLO KEY

D

Verse.
June bug he hag wings of gold, Love it Killing fit,

The firefly wings of flame When beauty blossom
The bedbug’s 9ot no wings at all, And if you want your finger bit
But gets there Just the same, Just poke it at 4 possum

Coon and the g
Kin’ cr

\ Tracks 5,7
Tune/ Break/ Back-Up
GROUP KEY
cunnin’ thing,
in the da
And never thin 5 10 curl hig tail,
Till he hears g Rover bark
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Jazz Ph

IUUS Solos
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IUUS tune and backgrounc
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Latin rock

background 2

Maodified D Dorian Scale

One-Bar Rhythmic Echoes

One-Bar Melodic Echoes

o

Two-Bar Melodic Echoes

Preparatory Page—see page 14




Jazz Basics for Strings
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Repertoire

Search jwpepper.com:

'string orchestra
improvise’

‘Easy’ Filter




Rock Style

Arizona Sun, Mark Wood - A Major

String Thang, Mark Wood - E Minor Pentatonic or E Blues

Hunters of Avatar, Mark Wood - E Minor Pentatonic

Pepperoni Pizza Rock, Brian Balmages (Very Easy) - E Minor Pentatonic

Ballad Style

Blue Skies and Bright Stars, Matt Turner - C Major
Prarie Waltz, Matt Turner - C Major or C Pentatonic
Star Lake, Matt Turner - D Major

Fiddle Style

Fiddle Somethin’, Larry Clark - D7 (D Mixolydian)
Japanese Hoedown, Keiko Yamada - D Pentatonic or D7 (D Mixolydian)

Swing Style
j Sh uffleupagus, Matt Turner - G Minor Pentatonic or G Blues

Spy Vs Spy, Matt Turner (Tango) - B Harmonic Minor
Calypso, Martin Norgaard (Calypso) - G Major

» o




Educational Objectives

» Improv with 1 Scale
» Improv with many scales
» Improv over chords
» One improv song/year




Free Stuff

www.stepwisepublications.com
Click on "Free Stuff” tab:

» Asha's A-Minor Backup Track

» (Call & Response Patterns

» Group Improv Patterns

Fractured Elements’




Questions?




Teaching Improvisation




